ST. JOSEPHS CHESS CLUB

Dear Parents and Students,

The 2010-2011 chess season is here.  We are pleased and excited to announce that through our partnership with Arizona Chess For Schools, Expert Amanda Mateer has committed to coaching the St. Josephs Chess Club again this year.  Ms. Mateer’s chess accomplishments, her coaching ability and experience and her personable character is a major asset to the St. Joseph’s team.  We are extremely lucky to have a Chess Master of her experience as our coach.  

The chess club meets on Fridays after school from 12:45-2:00pm in Healy Hall.  We invite all interested St. Joseph’s students to consider joining the chess club. The full year schedule will be handed out at our first meeting.  We strongly encourage all interested students and parents attend this meeting.  There we will introduce everyone to the chess club and tournament schedule, required dues, expectations, and most of all how we are going to make this another awesome and fun year.  Anyone not able to attend the meeting should contact one of the chess club moderators.

This year will bring some changes to our chess club meetings.  The chess club will be moderated by several parent volunteers.  We welcome and encourage any parents who would like to take a more active role in this year’s chess club activities.

Our goal this year is to continue to build the foundation for the St. Josephs Chess Club.  There will be a wide variety of chess knowledge amongst the club members, from first time beginners to experienced tournament players.  The students will be organized into groups appropriate to their skill levels to maximize the educational process, as well as to keep the club meetings fun for all the students.  Remember, we will be focusing on the EDUCATION and ENJOYMENT of chess.  Chess offers many benefits including concentration, focus, discipline, and logical thinking.  In addition, it has been shown that chess can improve a student’s academic achievements in school.  But best of all, chess is FUN.

Many of our club members participate in Southern Arizona Chess Association (SACA) tournaments throughout the year, including State and National events. Many of them won State and National titles in past years and the trophies you can find proudly displayed in our school. The chess team coaches will be notifying students and parents of these events and all chess club members are encouraged to participate.

Communication will be conducted through the St. Joseph’s School Newsletter, the chess club e-mail address, and via telephone.  Please contact the Chess moderators with any questions or comments at stjosephschess@hotmail.com , Steve or Maria Johnston at 529-2013 and for more information visit arizonachessforschools.com
St Joseph’s Chess Letter to Parents 
Dear Chess Club Parents,

Chess Club will be held on Fridays after school from 12:45-2:00PM in Healy Hall. 

 ***Please see attached tentative schedule for the chess club practice dates and tournaments***

Students will have the opportunity to eat lunch in the courtyard just South of Healy Hall from 12:20-12:45.

***Remember your child must bring his or her own lunch***

It is the responsibility of each parent to make arrangements for his or her child to be brought to the Chess Club Meetings.  ***It can be arranged to have your child’s Teacher bring your son or daughter to Chess Club if necessary***
All students will be signed in at 12:45 as they enter Healy Hall.  At that time, your child is under the supervision of the St. Joseph’s Chess Team Moderator.  All students will then be excused to his or her legal guardian at 2:00pm.  Any student that is not picked up by 2:10pm will be escorted to the After School Program.  For safety-PLEASE remind your children that they are not allowed to leave without permission.  ***Remember that there are specific rates that will be billed to you for use of the After School Program***
No student will be allowed to leave Healy Hall during the meeting without a parental permission slip or parental escort.

All students are welcome to participate for two weeks before deciding to join the Chess Team.   

The annual Chess Club dues will be $60.00 for the first child and $50.00 for the second/third.  The dues will be due by the September 14th meeting.

We strongly encourage all students to participate in the tournaments.  All tournaments are sanctioned by the Southern Arizona Chess Association (SACA).  These events are a great opportunity for our team to play other students throughout the state.  Tournament experience helps increase the skill level of all of our students, plus tournaments are a lot of fun.  A St. Joseph’s Chess Club moderator will be at every tournament function to assist as necessary, but NO supervision for students will be available during the tournaments.  We will provide reminders to all parents as tournament dates get closer.  We will help you with the registration of each event.  

We are always looking for volunteers to assist with the Chess Club.  You do not have to know how to play chess to volunteer your time.  All volunteer time will count towards your St. Joseph Parent Volunteer Hours.  Please also take the opportunity to meet our Chess Coach, Levon Altounian, during any regularly scheduled Chess Club meeting.

There are St. Joseph’s Chess T-shirts for students and family available for $15.00 in various sizes.

Again, thank you so much for joining the St. Joseph’s Chess Team.  We look forward to the best Chess Club year ever.  Please contact the Chess moderators with any questions or comments at:

 stjosephschess@hotmail.com , or if you prefer you may contact: Steve or Maria Johnston at 529-2013, or Kathi Dwyer at 444-9064 or 749-5111.

